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AN ALBUM
OF

LINCOLN

PHOTOGRAPHS
AND WORDS

From a Letter to]. W. Fell. December 20, 1859
l was born February 12, 1809, in Har<lin County, Kentucky. My
parents were both born in Virginia, of undistinguished families
-second families, perhaps I should say. My mother, who died
in my tenth year, was ofa family of the name of Hanks, some of
whom now reside in Adams, and others in Macon County, Illinois. My paternal grandfather, Abraham Lincoln, emigrated
from Rockingham County, Virginia, to Kentucky about 1781
or 1 782, where a year or two later he was killed by the Indians,
not in battle, but by stealth, when he was labouring to open a
farm in the forest. His ancestors, who were Quakers, went to
Virginia from Berks County, Pennsylvania....
My father, at the death of his father, was but six years of age,
and he grew up literally without education. He removed from
Kentucky to what is now Spencer County, Indiana, in my eighth
year. We reached our new home about the time the State came
into the Union. It was a wild region, with many bears and other
wild animals still in the woods. There I grew up. There were
some schools, so called, but no qualification was ever required
of a teacher beyond "readin', writin', and cipherin' "to the rule
of three. If a straggler supposed to understand Latin happened to
sojourn in the neighbourhood, he was looked upon as a wizard.
There was absolutely nothing to excite ambition for education.
Ofcourse, when I came of age I did not know much. Still, somehow, I could read, write, and cipher to the rule of three, but that
was all. I have not been to school since. The little advance I now
have upon this store of education I have picked up from time to
time under the pressure of necessity.
I was raised to farm work, which I continued till I was twentytwo. At twenty-one I came to Illinois, Macon County. Then I
got to New Salem, at that time in Sangamon, now in Menard
County, where I remained a year as a sort of clerk in a store.
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Then came the Black Hawk War; and I was elected a captain
of volunteers, a success which gave me more pleasure than any I
have had since. I went the campaign, was elated, ran for the legislature the same year (1832), and was beaten-the only time I
ever have been beaten by the people. The next and three succeeding biennial elections I was elected to the legislature. I was
not a candidate afterward. During this legislative period I had
studied law, and removed to Springfield to practise it. In 1846 I
was once elected to the lower House ofCongress. Was not a candidate for re-election. From 1849 to 1854, both inclusive, practised law more assiduously than ever before. Always a Whig in
politics; and generally on the Whig electoral tickets, making active canvasses. I was losing interest in politics when the repeal of
the Missouri Compromise aroused me again. What I have done
since then is pretty well known.
If any personal description of me is thought desirable, it may
be said I am, in height, six feet four inches, nearly; lean in flesh,
weighing on an average one hundred and eighty pounds; dark
complexion, with coarse black hair and gray eyes. No other
marks or brands recollected.

The Lincoln cabin, Macon County, Illinois

From the address, "A house divided. ... " June 17, 1858
"A house divided against itself cannot stand." I believe this government cannot endure permanently, half slave and half free. I
do not expect the Union to be dissolved,-! do not expect the
house to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will
become all one thing, or all the other. Either the opponents of
slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where the
public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward till it shall
become alike lawful in all the States, old as well as new, North
as well as South.

From the final Douglas Debate. October 15, 1858
That is the real issue.... It is the eternal struggle between these
two principles- right and wrong-throughout the world. They
are the two principles that have stood face to face from the beginning of time, and will ever continue to struggle.
The one is the common right of humanity, and the other the
divine right of kings. It is the same principle in whatever shape
it develops itself. It is the same spirit that says, "You toil and
work and earn bread, and I'll eat it." No matter in what shape it
comes, whether from the mouth ofa king, who seeks to bestride
the people ofhis own nation and live by the fruit of their labour,
or from one race of men as an apology for enslaving another
racc,-it is the same tyrannical principle.... Whenever the issue
can be distinctly made, and all extraneous matter thrown out, so
that men can fairly sec the real difference between the parties,
this controversy will soon be settled, and it will be done peaceably, too. There will be no war, no violence. It will be placed
again where the wisest and best men of the world placed it.

1858

From the First Inaugural Address. March 4, 1861
Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate
justice of the people? Is there any better or equal hope in the
world? In our present differences, is either party without faith of
being in the right? If the Almighty Ruler of Nations, with his
eternal truth and justice, be on your side of the North, or on
yours of the South, that truth and that justice will surely prevail
by the judgment of this great tribunal of the American people.
By the frame of the government under which we live, this
same people have wisely given their public servants but little
power for mischief; and have, with equal wisdom, provided for
the return of that little to their own hands at very short intervals.
While the people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administration, by any extreme of wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the government in the short space of four years.

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in
mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The government will
not assail you. You can have no conflict without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to
destroy the government, while I shall have the most solemn one
to "preserve, protect, and defend it."
I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must
not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not
break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory,
stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell
the chorus of the Union when again touched, as surely they will
be, by the better angels of our nature.

1861

From the First Message to Congress. July 4, 1861
And this issue embraces more than the fate of these United States.
It presents to the whole family of man the question whether a
constitutional republic or democracy-a government ofthe people by the same people-can or cannot maintain its territorial
integriry against its own domestic foes. It presents the question
whether discontented individuals, too few in numbers to control administration according to organic law in any case, can
always, upon the pretences made in this case or any other pretences, or arbitrarily without any pretence, break up their government, and thus practically put an end to free government
upon the earth.
This is essentially a people's contest. On the side of the Union it
is a struggle for maintaining in the world that form and substance of government whose leading object is co elevate the condition of men,-to lift artificial weights from all shoulders, to
clear the paths oflaudable pursuit for all, to afford all an unfettered start and a fair chance in the race oflife.
Our popular government has often b~cn called an experiment.
Two points in it our people have already settled,-the successful
establishing and the successful administering of it. One still rcmains,-its successful maintenance against a formidable internal
attempt to overthrow it. It is now for them to demonstrate to
the world that those who can fairly carry an election can also
suppress a rebellion; that ballots arc the rightful and peaceful
successors of bullets; and that when ballots have fairly and constitutionally decided, there can be no successful appeal back to
bullets; that there can be no successful appeal, except to ballots
themselves, at succeeding elections. Such will be a great lesson of
peace; teaching men that what they cannot take by an election,
neither can they take by a war; teaching all the folly of being
the beginners of a war.

1862

Address at the Dedication of the National Cemetery
at Gettysburg. November 19, 1863
Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon
this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated
to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we arc engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long
endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for
those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our
power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long
remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they
did here. It is for us, the living, rather, to be dedicated here to
the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far
so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us; that from these honoured dead
we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the
last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and that government of
the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish
from the earth.

1863 Eleven days before the Gettysburg Address

1864. Lfrico/11 ivith his son Tad

A Letter to Mrs. Bixley, of Boston. November 21, 1864
DEAR MADAM, I have been shown in the files of the War
Department a statement of the Adjutant-General of Massachusetts that you are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the field of battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be
any words of mine which should attempt to beguile you from
the grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from
tendering to you the consolation that may be found in the thanks
of the Republic they died to save. I pray that our heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your bereavement, and leave
you only the cherished memory of the loved and lost, and the
solemn pride that must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice
upon the altar of freedom.
Yours very sincerely and respectfully,
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
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1865. Tlte Second Ina11g11ratio11

From the Second Inaugural Address. March 4, 1865
On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts
were anxiously directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded
it,- all sought to avert it. While the inaugural address was being
delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union
without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war,-seeking to dissolve the Union, and divide
effects, by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one of
them would make war rather than let the nation survive, and
the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the
war came.
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in
the right, as God gives us to see the right,- let us strive on to
finish the work we are in: to bind up the nation's wounds; to
care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow
and his orphan; to do all which may achieve and cherish a just
and lasting peace among ourselves, and with all nations.

1865 Tire last photograph

1860. Lincoln at his home it1 Springfield, Illinois
Lincoln in Photographs, by Charles Hamilton and Lloyd Ostendorf. is the
complete book on the subject. The publishers wish to express thanks to Mr.
Ostendorf and to the staffs of the Library of Congress and the Natio11al
Archives for assistance. Photographers and sources follow, in the order of
their appearance in the album; identifying numbers refer to Ostendorf.
Cover, May 7, 1858, A. M. Byers, 0-5. Lloyd Ostendorf. Lincoln cabin built
1830, from an 1865 photograph, Library of Congress. August 26, 1858, T. P.
Pearson, o-8, Library of Congress. February 9, 1861, C. S. German, 0-43, Library of Congress. 1862, M. B. Brady, 0-57, National Archives. November 8,
, 863, A. Gardner, 0-77, Lloyd Ostendorf. February 9, 1864, A. Berger, 0-93A,
Lloyd Ostendorf. April 20, 1864, A. Berger, 0-97, Lloyd Ostendorf. March 4,
1865, possibly A. Gardner, 0-110, Lloyd Ostendorf. April 10, 1865, A. Gardner,
0-118, Meserve Collection. August 8, 186o, photographer unknown, 0-34, Chicago Hi<torical Society.
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